2010 Thomas V. Moser M.D. Memorial Scholarship Award Winners
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Jamie Burke

UNH

Jamie Burke is originally from Chesapeake, VA; she is currently a resident of Dover, NH where she has been since beginning work on her PhD in Education at the University of New Hampshire in 2007.  Jamie is a dean’s list graduate from the University of Virginia (“UVA”) where she earned a BSEd in sports medicine and a Masters degree.  Jamie began playing rugby at UVA where she was a four-time All-American and the winner of the prestigious Woodley Award (the rugby equivalent of the Heisman trophy).  Jamie has represented the United States on the Women's National Rugby Team 24 times since her final year at UVA, including at the 2006 World Cup.  Her rugby career continues to be intense as she is training hard once again to represent the USA Women's National Team in the upcoming 2010 World Cup to be held in London in August/September 2010.  Jamie's long-term career goal is be involved in education policy and practice, working to develop alternative educative systems that value the life-experiences of students and are designed to increase student engagement and investment in education. 
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Joseph Trojnor-Barron
UMASS Boston


Joseph Trojnor-Barron is originally from Brookline, MA and is a graduate of Brookline High School.  Joseph was introduced to rugby in high school where he was a three year starter and member of Brookline’s 2005 Division I New England High School Championship team. In 2009, Joseph earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in History and American Studies from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, Florida.  While a Dean’s list student (GPA 3.4+) at Eckerd College, Joseph was a player/coach in a fledgling rugby program which after two years of hard work and organization qualified for the Division II USA Collegiate playoffs in 2008 and is now the #2 ranked Division II in Florida.  In the fall of 2010, Joseph will be continuing his education in UMASS Boston’s Masters in Education and Licensure program. Joseph has volunteered in Brookline’s Youth Basketball and Pop Warner Football leagues as a coach and in the spring of 2010 Joseph was an assistant coach for Brookline High School’s Rugby Club.  This summer he is a Division Leader and Coach at Camp Kenwood in Wilmot, NH.  Joseph looks forward to teaching English and history and continuing to coach and play rugby.
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Trevor Leafe

Dartmouth College

Trevor Leafe is from northern rural New Hampshire where he grew up spending the majority of his time outdoors and fell in love with skiing.  Beginning in 7th grade Trevor attended Burke Mountain Academy, a private ski academy where he excelled in alpine racing and cycling.  After graduating from high school Trevor took a year off to focus on skiing with hopes of making the national team falling just short of making the team. In the fall of 2010 Trevor will be entering his junior year at Dartmouth College where he is pursuing a degree in history. Trevor is on the alpine ski team at Dartmouth and is highly involved in numerous community organizations, including the Rivendell Boys Mentoring program and Athletes United. Following his undergraduate studies, Trevor is interested in teaching or possibly going to law school and definitely anticipates coaching ski racing. Trevor has an ultimate athletic goal of making the USA national team and skiing in the Olympics.  


Troy Norman

UVM

Troy Bernard Norman is a native of New Zealand who has lived in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont for the last 10 years. In the fall of 2010 Troy will be entering his sophomore year at the University of Vermont. Troy is pursuing a degree in Mechanical Engineering with a Pre-Medical Concentration and was named to the Dean’s List (GPA 3.00+) and was a member of the Honors College (GPA 3.40+) during his freshman year at UVM. After playing rugby for 4 years in high school, Troy won the starting halfback position as a freshman on the UVM rugby team.  Troy was an integral part of the UVM side which advanced to USA Rugby Division II National Championship Elite 8 this past spring.  
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Sarah Gersten

Tulane University

Sarah Gersten is originally from Hooksett and is a graduate of Central High School in Manchester, NH.  In the fall of 2010 Sarah will be entering her sophomore year at Tulane University in New Orleans.  Sarah is pursuing a degree in communications and was named to the Dean’s List and was an honor society member during her freshman year. Sarah’s desire to try new things led her to the rugby pitch and she is now a member of the New Orleans Halfmoons women’s rugby club which is a conglomerate of several teams that lost entire memberships following hurricane Katrina.  Sarah is a DJ and the assistant general manager for WTUL, Tulane’s progressive radio station.  She also volunteers, teaching a Jewish music class to eighth and ninth graders at a local synagogue.
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Tom Moser was an imposing physical presence.  He was also agile and determined.  Yet, those important athletic attributes and skills were just a part of what helped him succeed in athletics.  He was a selfless and unassuming team player and leader, who encouraged all of those around him. Likewise, outside of sports, Tom's abilities and attitude helped him succeed in most endeavors.  He was a busy and respected orthopaedic surgeon in the Manchester, NH community and a loving husband, father, sibling and family member.
To honor Tom's legacy of generosity and leadership, the NH Rugby Football Foundation and his former rugby teams - Amoskeag Rugby Club and Boston Rugby Club have established the Thomas V. Moser, M.D. Memorial Scholarship.  The money raised by this Scholarship is being used to "assist rugby players and other athletes in achieving their educational goals and maximizing their potential.”  We believe that this is a goal that Tom would have enthusiastically supported.  The $2,500 scholarships being awarded today are unique; they were available only to students who competitively participate in rugby, skiing or cycling; and only available to the residents of the six New England states.  The scholarships are rewarding five athletes, with financial need, who have demonstrated leadership qualities and academic proficiency.

An orthopædic surgeon who treated and cared for countless injured athletes, Tom was affiliated with Catholic Medical Center in Manchester and co-founded the Bedford Ambulatory Surgical Center.  He was captain of the Boston Rugby Football Club in 1981-82 and later a player and team physician for the Amoskeag Rugby Football Club.  Tom was a talented and versatile athlete in football and rugby, an excellent skier and a dedicated cyclist.

Dr. Moser was a person who believed in helping people who were willing to work to better their individual situations.  He cared for many of the Manchester, NH area’s injured athletes and weekend warriors, allowing and encouraging them to seek and rejoin competition on the athletic field.  Unfortunately, Dr. Moser passed away while skiing in January of 2005, we are happy that we can continue to honor his legacy through this scholarship and it deserving recipients. 

OUR MISSION

“To honor the memory and ideals of Thomas V. Moser, M.D.

by promoting educational opportunities for young athletes.

To fulfill this mission, funds will be raised and expended to

assist rugby players and other athletes in achieving their

educational goals and maximizing their potential.”

Donations

Charitable contributions to the scholarship fund are tax-deductible under the umbrella of the New Hampshire Rugby Football Foundation (an IRS 501(c)(3) non-profit organization).  Donation checks are payable to the “Thomas V. Moser MD Memorial Scholarship” and can be mailed to TVM Memorial Scholarship, 816 Elm Street, Suite 108, Manchester, NH 03101.
